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INDIANA  COLONIZATION  OFFICE, 
Indianapolis,  March  10,  1853, 


TO  THE  CLERK  AND  TREASURER  OF  ) 

County,  State  of  Indiana  :    ) 

Gentlemen:  —  We  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  such  parts  of  the  following  laws  as  relate  to  your 
office,  and  ask  that  you  will  give  the  subject  early  attention. 

For  such  service  as  you  render  in  this  department,  the  law  fixing  "fees  and  salaries"  will  determine  your 
compensation.  Should  there  be  any  defect  in  said  law  so  as  not  to  cover  this  case,  we  hope  that  that  will  not 
prevent  you  from  acting  in  the  premises,  as  the  enterprise  of  African  colonization  is  one  that  has  a  strong 
claim  on  all  our  citizens ;  and  doubtless  on  a  proper  representation  of  the  case,  the  defect  can  be  removed  by 
future  legislation. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENFORCE  THE  THIRTEENTH  ARTICLE  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

[Approved  June  18,  1852.] 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  negro  or  mulatto  to  come  into, 
settle  iu,  or  become  an  inhabitant  of  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  clerks  of  the  several  circuit  courts  in  this  State  shall  [give]  notice,  by  publication  in  the  newspaper  published  in  their  respective 
counties  having  the  greatest  circulation,  and  if  no  newspaper  be  published  therein,  then  by  printed  hand-bills  posted  up  in  three  of  the  most  public 
places  in  each  township  of  such  county,  requiring  all  negroes  and  mulattoes  who  were  inhabitants  of  the  State  prior  to  the  first  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1851,  and  entitled  to  reside  therein,  to  appear  before  him  for  registry. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  clerk  of  the  said  circuit  courts  to  provide  a  suitable  book,  to  be  called  the  register  of  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  in  which  he  shall  record  the  name,  age,  description,  place  of  birth  and  residence  of  each  and  every  mulatto  who  may  present  himself  or 
herself  before  him  for  the  purpose  of  being  registered,  and  also,  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by  whom  the  right  of  such  negro  or  mulatto  to  reside 
in  the  State  of  Indiana  shall  have  been  proven. 

Sec  4.  The  clerk  of  the  said  circuit  court,  when  any  negro  or  mulatto  shall  come  before  him  for  the  purpose  of  being  registered,  shall 
have  power  to  cause  to  come  before  him  such  witnesses  as  may  be  necessary  to  prove  the  right  of  inhabitation  of  such  negro  or  mulatto,  by  process 
of  subpoena,  and  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  right  of  such  negro  or  mulatto.  ... 

Sec.  5.  When  the  right  of  any  such  negro  or  mulatto  shall  have  been  proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  clerk,  he  shall  register  the  said  negro 
or  mulatto  in  his  register  of  negroes  and  mulattoes,  and  shall  also  issue  to  such  negro  or  mulatto  a  certificate,  under  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  and 
attested  by  such  clerk,  setting  forth  the  facts  contained  in  such  register;  which  certificate  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  stated 
in  all  prosecutions  against  the  employers  of  negroes  or  mulattoes,  unless  it  is  shown  that  said  employer  had  notice  that  the  same  was  obtained  by 
fraud  or  other  undue  means,  or  was  not  genuine,  and  the  same  shall  be  prima,  facie  evidence  only  in  all  other  cases,  and  shall  be  issued  to  such 
negro  or  mulatto  without  charge. 

Sec.  6.  All  contracts  made  with  negroes  or  mulattoes  who  shall  have  come  into  the  State  of  Indiana  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1851,  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void. 

Sec  7.  Any  person  who  shall  employ  a  negro  or  mulatto  who  shall  have  come  into  the  State  of  Indiana  subsequent  to  the  thirty-first  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  or  shall  hereafter  come  into  the  said  State,  or  who  shall  encourage  such  negro  or 
mulatto  to  remain  in  the  State,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec  8.     This  act  shall  apply  only  to  contracts  made  with  negroes  and  mulattoes  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec  9.  Any  negro  or  mulatto  who  shall  come  into  or  settle  in  this  State  contrary  to,  and  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
and  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 


THE  LAW   PROVIDING  FOR  A  STATE  ORGANIZATION. 

An  act  providing  for  the  Colonization  of  Negroes  and  Mulattoes  and  their  descendants,  and  appropriating  5,000 
dollars  therefor,  constituting  a  State  Board  of  Colonization,  declaring  the  duties  of  said  Board,  and  of  State 
Treasurer  and  County  Treasurers  in  relation  thereto. 

[Approved  April  28,  1852.] 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  their 
descendants,  that  were  residents  of  this  State  on  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  shall  continue  to  reside 
in  this  State,  that  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  is  appropriated  out  of  the  State  Treasury  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  [which]  together  with  all  fines  collected  for  the  violation  of  laws  passed  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  article  thirteen  of  the  constitution  of 
this  State,  and  the  voluntary  contributions  received  for  said  purposes,  shall  constitute  a  State  colonization  fund,  and  be  applied  to  the  colonization 
in  Africa  of  said  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  their  descendants. 

Sec.  2.  Three  thousand  dollars  of  the  money  appropriated  out  of  (he  State  Treasury  shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  laud  in  Africa,  to  be 
styled  the  Indiana  colony,  which  shall  be  appropriated  in  one  hundred  acre  lots,  to  such  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  their  descendants,  as  designated 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  as  shall  emigrate  from  this  State  to  Africa,  and  occupy  such  land  or  control  the  same  by  resident  acts  of  ownership, 
and  the  first  emigrants  shall  have  first  choice  in  location  of  certificates  within  said  purchase,  and  the  State  Board  of  Colonization  shall  determine 
from  what  points  the  measurement  of  said  lands  shall  commence,  and  issue  to  emigrants  such  certificates  for  location  as  shall  secure  to  them  their 
just  rights,  and  that  all  colored  persons  that  have  heretofore  been  sent  to  Liberia  from  this  State  by  any  colonization  society,  shall  each  be  entitled 
to  a  certificate  entitling  them  to  one  hundred  acres  of  land  within  the  territory  so  purchased. 

Sec.  3-  The  State  Board  of  Colonization  are  authorized  to  give  to  each  negro  or  mulatto  that  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act, 
who  shall  emigrate  to  Africa,  when  they  shall  need  aid,  for  said  purpose,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  out  of  the  State  colonization  fund,  and  said 
board  shall  determine  the  right  of  applicants,  giving  the  preference  to  whole  families  when  they  shall  desire  it, 

Sec.  4.     The  county  treasurers  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State  shall  receive  all  donations  in  money  to  aid   colonization   that  may  be 
offered,  and   take  charge  of  all  bequests  by  will  or  otherwise,  of  real  estate,  or  any  assets  whatever,  and  in  cases  of  such  bequests  other  than  money, 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  are  hereby  made  a  board  of  council  in  reference  to  such   bequests,  and  shall  iustvuct  the  said  treasurer  to  take 
such  steps  as  in  their  judgment  will  make  the  assets  bring  the  most  in  money,  and  as  converted  to  pay  over  to  the  State  Treasurer  as  heretofore 
provided,  at  the  time  required  by  law  they  shall  pay  in  the  State  revenue. 

Sec  5.     The  Governor,  Auditor  and  Secretary  of  State,  shall,  ex  officio,  constitute  the  State  Board  of  Colonization,  and  as  such   have  full 
powers,  by  correspondence   with   the  officers  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  or  other  persons,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  contemplated  by  the  second 
section  of  this  act,  in  acquiring  title  to  land  in  Africa,  and  to  do  all  other  things  contemplated  they  should,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  shall  report  their  proceedings  to  each  General  Assembly  of  the  State. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  of  State  to  receive  from  the  county  treasurers  all  colonization  fuuds  paid  to  him  by  them, 
and  to  pay  out  all  such  funds  upon  the  order  of  the  State  Board  of  Colonization. 

A  law  has  just  been  passed  appropriating  $5,000  per  annum' for  the  years  1853  and  '54,  to  be  expended 
according  to  the  law  of  1852.  Should  any  of  the  colored  people  of  your  county  desire  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  benefits  held  out  to  them,  place  their  names,  &c,  in  the  accompanying  blank  and  forward  it  to  this  office, 
In  founding  a  settlement  in  Liberia  we  require  the  best  men  to  take  the  lead,  and  give  stability  to  the  settlement. 
Therefore  be  so  good  as  to  encourage  the  most  virtuous  and  energetic  to  emigrate  among  the  first.  In 
expending  the  benevolent  donations  of  our  State,  we  do  not  wish  to  squander  a  dollar  on  the  worthless  and 
indolent;  but  we  would  give  our  State  benevolence  in  this  case,  as  in  the  other  benevolent  State  enterprises,  a 
local  habitation,  a  permanent  place,  and  such  will  be  a  rural  settlement  in  a  land  of  freedom  to  the  man  of 
color;  and  to  such  we  can  point  our  fellow  citizens  and  say,  that  peaceful  settlement  is  the  result  of  your 
benevolence.     Let  us  hope  that  you  will  enter  into  the  spirit  of  this  work. 

By  order  of  the  Board : 

J.   MITCHELL,   Secretary. 


APPLICANTS  FOR  A  PASSAGE  TO  LIBERIA. 


RliSlDENCE. 


No.  N  A  M  E  S 


Age 


Health 


Note. — Fill  the  above  blank  and  forward  it  to 


Occupation. 


Education. 


What  church 

member  of, 

if  any. 


When  will 

they  be  ready 

o  start. 


JAMES  MITCHELL, 

Indi  'napolis,  Indiana. 


* 


«. 


■ 


O 


. 


it.:   •  .'.08100397 


